The passing of one generation will be 
sufficient for making precariousness 
the most widespread social condition. 
Thus we, the children of the indus- 
trial world, will find ourselves to be 
increasingly useless, in the same 
position, in fact, as the crowds of 
undesirables that landed on our 
shores. With the passing of years and 
the stablizing of this situation all 
those movements that try to give 
support to circumscribed portions of 
the exploited (immigrants, unem- 
ployed, precarious, etc.) from the 
outside will lose meaning. The condi- 
tions of exploitation will be similar 
for all, thus opening the door to truly 
common struggles wide. Here at last 
the thread is discovered that unites us 
all, the exploited of a thousand lands, 
heirs of such different histories: 
capital itself has reunited the lost 
communities of the human species in 
misery. The life that is sketched out 
for us on the horizon will be lived 
commonly under the mark of precari- 
ousness. Carefully prepared by the 
development of exploitation, here are 
the modern material bases for the 
ancient dreams of freedom, here is 
the place of the coming revolts. 
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BEFORE A NEW 
GREAT WALL OF CHINA 



The upheavals that have rendered the planet so unrecognizable 
show a constant: capital follows a two-fold movement. On the 
one hand, it dismembers every social tissue that puts up 
resistance to its expansion; on the other hand, it reconstructs 
relations between individuals according to its requirements. 
Every economic transformation is always a social transformation 
as well, since the way in which men and women are exploited 
modifies their way of standing together and therefore of 
rebelling. In this sense, profit and social control are two aims of 
one project of domination. 

After having destroyed past communities and their forms of 
solidarity, capital has begun to dismantle the social unity that it 
created itself through the industrialization of the masses. This not 
only in order to outflank the workers resistance that the factory 
system unintentionally "organized", but also because the 
capitalists experienced the necessity of having to resort to a 
production process in order to make money as a constriction. 
The enslavement of science to capital and the consequent 
technological transformations have allowed a new economic- 
social expansion. Valorization— the transformation of life into 
commodity— abolishes time and space to an ever greater extent 
with the aim of freeing itself from any fixed material basis. In 
this sense virtual reality (so called cyberspace, the global 
cybernetic web) represents its ideal condition. Once again the 
movement is two-fold: if valorization eliminates hostile relations 
in the circulation of information capital and human resources, at 
the same time it reconstructs social relations under the sign of 
the virtual ( through simulacra of human relations and electronic 
narcotics). All this presupposes a process that is forming a "new 
human" in a position to adapt itself to conditions of increasingly 
artificialized life. From the moment in which the economy is 
extended to all social relationships, incorporating the entire 
living process of the human species, its ultimate Utopia could 
only be the pure circulation of value that valorizes itself: money 
that produces money. Correspondingly, after having extended 
itself to all social space, the final frontier of capital, its last 
territory of conquest, can only be its enemy par excellence: the 
human body. Hence, the development of bio-technology and of 



genetic engineering. Without going into the merit of particular 
aspects of this war on the living here, it is important to 
underscore the fundamental role of technology. By technology, 
we do not mean "the rational discourse on technique" in a 
general way, nor each mechanical extension of human 
capabilities. Retracing the very history of the use of the concept, 
it seems more accurate to define it as the application of the 
advanced techniques of industrial production to the mass in the 
moment that scientific research based itself upon the military 
apparatus (the 1940 , s). It's a question of that process which, 
beginning with the nuclear and aeronautics industries and 
passing through research on plastic materials, antibiotics and 
genetics, has arrived at electronics, informatics and cybernetics. 
The industrial applications of the most modern techniques 
proceed at the same rate as the specialized knowledge in 
molecular biology, chemistry, physics, etc and the ideology of 
progress by which they are justified. This process that began 
during World War 2 is inseparable from the power struggle 
between states, the true organizers of industrial society. The 
development of a knowledge and technics that are increasingly 
uncontrollable builds a wall that grows higher every day between 
the producer and the object he manufactures, between the 
machine and her ability to control it. This deprives the producer 
at the same time of all material autonomy and of the awareness 
of a possible expropriation (in order to rend the technical and 
" productive tools from the bosses for their free and reciprocal 
use). One finds the source of our precarious and artificial lives in 
this double dispossession and not in "neoliberal injustice". If 
capital has diffused itself throughout the entire territory; if the 
expropriation of its specialized techniques is impossible (since 
they are unusable from a revolutionary, or even just a human, 
point of view): if every productive center (the Factory) to which 
we could oppose a central organization like a party or union has 
disappeared with its historical subject — then nothing remains 
except the proletarian weapon par excellence, sabotage. Nothing 
remains except the anonymous and generalized attack against the 
structures of production, information, control and repression. 
Only in this way can one stand against the double movement of 
capital, obstructing the brutal atomization of individuals and at 
the same time impeding the construction of the "new human" of 
cybernetics, before the social walls that will have to 
accommodate it are realized. 



